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are assuredly specific; they are as unlike each other as a
sensation of taste is unlike a sensation of smell. Yet the
same nerves, variously stimulated, produce all three sensa-
tions.
67. We conclude, therefore, that the phrase specific energy
is an elliptical expression for the particular office of a
nerve. In this meaning there is no obscurity. The optic
nerve is not a vasomotor nerve, the skin nerve is not a
muscle nerve; the auditory nerve is a nerve of special sen-
sation, the vagus is a nerve of systemic sensation; and so
on. Neither movement nor sensation belongs to the nerves
themselves.